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THE NEW CHILDHOOD 
Raising Kids to Thrive in a Connected World 

By Jordan Shapiro 
 

Jordan Shapiro, PhD, is a world-renowned thought leader on global policy and education, with a sharp focus 

on child development, family life, and digital technology. He’s also a father of two boys who, like most 

twenty-first century children, are coming of age with a digital fluency that can seem unnavigable to most 

parents.  

 

The narrative about this generational divide has largely been characterized by technophobia. But instead of 

needlessly hand-wringing―or worse, perpetuating the belief that technology is a corruptive 

influence―Shapiro uses his expertise to demonstrate how parents can and should embrace the realities of 

modern childhood. Out December 31st, THE NEW CHILDHOOD: Raising Kids to Thrive in a Connected World 

(Little, Brown Spark; $28.00) offers a positive look at how this new digital landscape is guiding humanity—

and your kids—toward a brighter, better future. 
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Childhood as a whole is rapidly changing and adapting to a world in which kids spend their formative years 

interacting with screens. But, despite the public outcry for less tech time, this isn’t necessarily a bad thing. 

Like cultural fixtures of the past, including sandboxes, finger painting, and family dinners, technology 

provides kids with a means of developing empathy, fostering community, and cultivating a sense of civic 

responsibility. THE NEW CHILDHOOD offers proactive solutions for today’s parents, including concrete, 

practical advice on how to raise and educate children effectively in a connected world, and provides tools 

and techniques for using technology to engage with kids and help them learn and grow. 

 

Timely, inspiring, and refreshingly hopeful, THE NEW CHILDHOOD paints an optimistic picture for twenty-first 

century childrearing that aims to prepare our kids for their progressive, diverse, hyper-connected future. 

 

 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: 

Jordan Shapiro, PhD, is a world-renowned thought leader on global policy and 

education. He's a senior fellow for the Joan Ganz Cooney Center at Sesame 

Workshop and Nonresident Fellow in the Center for Universal Education at the 

Brookings Institution. He teaches at Temple University, and he wrote a column for 

Forbes' on global education and digital play from 2012 to 2017.  He lives in 

Philadelphia. Follow him on Twitter @jordosh or visit his website: 

www.jordanshapiro.org.  
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Praise for THE NEW CHILDHOOD 

 

"Timely, essential, and thought-provoking, The New Childhood is the must-read parenting guide for raising 

21st century, digitally driven kids. Instead of raising a white flag and giving in to social media and the 

Internet, Jordan Shapiro tells parents how to embrace technology, stay involved in their children's lives, and 

prepare them for their future.”  

―Michele Borba, EdD, author of UnSelfie: Why Empathetic Kids Succeed in Our All-About-Me World 

 

"For those who lament what the 'app generation' may lack, Jordan Shapiro offers a timely, reassuring 

scenario." 

―Howard Gardner 

 

"The New Childhood is a must-read for parents and educators! It's an incredible resource for developing 

healthy families and kids in today's technology-enabled world, and pushes us beyond clinging to rules, 

traditions, and practices developed for a different era." 

―Wendy Kopp, CEO and co-founder of Teach For All and founder of Teach For America 

 

“Placing modern child-rearing in the context of the long story of human cultural adaption, this manual makes 

the challenges of screens more approachable, and the adult role in meeting them clearer." 

―Publishers Weekly 

 

“He sees the glass as half full, with gamers cultivating social skills during thumb play. And he urges 

parents to resist tut-tutting and, instead, ask questions about the games and talk about everything…Much 

food for thought about how video games may unite people even if they live largely in the equivalent of a 

digital gated community.” 

―Booklist 

 

“Credible theories backed by solid research that show technology is possibly less harmful than originally 

thought to children who use it on a regular basis.” 

―Kirkus Reviews 

 


